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EDITORIAL
THE ninety-first annual report of the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund Society of
Ireland has now been issued. It is again a tale of help to our medical brethren who
have fallen on difficult times, and of assistance to their widows and orphans, so
often left without even the necessities of life. The great financial depression has
unfortunately been reflected in the receipts of the Society, and the grants to those
in need are, unhappily, of smaller amounts than would have been possible if the
profession had supported as it should this, the only Medical Benevolent Fund in
Ireland.
At present, while the response from some of the small and poor counties is more
than generous, some of the larger and richer ones subscribe nothing, although
grants are made from the Fund to these non-subscribing areas. The Six-County
area, however, contributes to its funds, and Dr. Leonard Kidd, the secretary for
County Fermanagh, has established a record by securing subscriptions from every
medical practitioner in his county. Can another Northern record be created this
year by one of the Six Counties raising the largest amount of any county in
Ireland? The Fund is in need of, and deserves, our support. Last year it suffered a
grave loss to its income by a decrease of £267. 12s. 4d. in the yield from its invest-
ments. Subscriptions also from the branch secretaries show a decline of £71. Os. 3d.
This latter loss, however, is more apparent than real, as after the financial year
had closed a cheque value £60 was received, and the decrease is thus a mere £11.
The decrease in revenue is a serious matter, as the total sum distributed in grants
amounted to only £2,267, divided amongst ninety-four recipients: 69 widows, 17
orphans, and 8 doctors.
We appeal to the medical profession of Northern Ireland to support this deserving
charity. Subscriptions will be gratefully acknowledged by any of the following
county treasurers for this area:-Co. Antrim: Dr. V. G. L. Fielden, Belfast; Co.
Armagh: Dr. W. J. Dawson, Newtownhamilton, and Dr. Dougan, Portadown;
Co. Down: Dr. Nolan, Downpatrick; Co. Tyrone: Dr. R. H. C. Lyons, Dun-
gannon; Co. Fermanagh: Dr. Leonard Kidd, Enniskillen; Co. Londonderry: Dr.
J. W. Killen, Londonderry.
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